
COVID-19 Impact Report:
November 2020

Shelter Animals Count is a collaborative nonprofit organization that 
is home to The National Database of sheltered animal statistics. 

View data from more than 5,000 organizations at 
shelteranimalscount.org



The November COVID-19 Impact Report represents 1,225 organizations reporting both January -
November 2019 and January - November 2020 consecutive data to Shelter Animals Count as of 12/14/20. 

The data reflected in this report is a subset of data from The National Database. To view the interactive 
COVID-19 Impact Dashboard, updated weekly with new data, or to see all available data from over 5,000 
organizations, visit shelteranimalscount.org

COVID-19 Impact Report
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2019 Total Intake 169,975 151,932 181,313 199,052 238,526 232,931 229,501 228,730 206,101 212,120 175,749
2020 Total Intake 170,296 159,846 136,460 96,213 147,332 172,540 170,910 169,976 168,184 169,830 134,886
2019 Live Outcomes 151,834 137,964 153,111 146,174 166,930 183,225 191,328 201,387 173,414 183,099 172,931
2020 Live Outcomes 159,026 148,956 132,514 83,695 110,104 137,190 152,858 151,901 145,016 155,022 136,656
2019 Other Outcomes 22,288 18,849 22,911 26,266 35,336 39,999 38,667 36,288 31,439 31,361 24,658
2020 Other Outcomes 18,451 17,342 16,417 10,816 13,981 18,155 18,090 17,033 17,240 17,997 14,312
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COVID-19 Impact Report
2019 vs 2020 Intake & Outcome Comparison

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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Relinquished by
Owner Stray Transfer In Intake Owner-

Intended Euthanasia Other Intakes

 Jan-Nov 2019 551485 1096905 369045 58653 149842
 Jan-Nov 2020 412320 786030 332612 42949 122562
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COVID-19 Impact Report
2019 vs 2020 Year-to-Date Intake Category Comparison

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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Adoption Return-to-
Owner

Transfer
Out

Return-to-
Field

Other Live
Outcome

Died in
Care

Lost in
Care

Shelter
Euthanasia

Outcome
Owner-

Intended
Euthanasia

Jan-Nov 2019 1,228,341 228,000 312,304 68,057 24,695 41,173 4,315 228,653 228,000
Jan-Nov 2020 1,009,302 168,032 265,411 50,607 19,586 27,106 3,471 110,272 168,032
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COVID-19 Impact Report
2019 vs 2020 Year-to-Date Outcome Category Comparison

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Beginning Count 150,072 142,823 132,302 119,032 120,710 143,683 161,703 161,318 162,392 167,325 162,422
Ending Count 141,762 134,277 118,638 119,277 144,279 161,281 160,393 161,210 166,649 162,515 145,849

-8,310
-8,546

-13,664 +245

+23,569
+17,598 -1,310 -108

+4,257
-4,810

-16,573
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COVID-19 Impact Report
2020 Counts of Animals In-Shelter & Foster Each Month

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
National Adoption Rate
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2020 93% 94% 96% 86% 69% 75% 87% 89% 84% 91% 103%
2019 88% 90% 80% 64% 59% 71% 77% 85% 79% 81% 99%
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Adoption Rate is calculated by dividing Adoptions by Net Intake (Stray, Relinquished by Owner, and Other Intakes) minus pets Returned to their Owner
Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
National Cat Adoption Rate
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2020 101% 91% 84% 62% 53% 66% 84% 83% 78% 87% 109%
2019 95% 89% 67% 46% 44% 62% 73% 78% 73% 76% 102%
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Adoption Rate is calculated by dividing Adoptions by Net Intake (Stray, Relinquished by Owner, and Other Intakes) minus pets Returned to their Owner
Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
National Dog Adoption Rate

9Adoption Rate is calculated by dividing Adoptions by Net Intake (Stray, Relinquished by Owner, and Other Intakes) minus pets Returned to their Owner
Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2020 86% 95% 107% 118% 100% 93% 94% 99% 93% 97% 96%
2019 82% 91% 91% 87% 87% 88% 83% 95% 88% 89% 96%
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
2019 Municipal Shelter Intake 111,259 98,393 117,651 130,990 161,787 160,506 157,017 153,847 138,662 143,090 115,567
2020 Municipal Shelter Intake 110,443 102,951 84,989 53,577 85,839 106,308 104,451 103,643 104,248 104,969 83,118
2019 Private Shelter Intake 44,568 40,097 47,617 51,247 58,574 55,330 56,139 57,506 51,286 53,056 45,482
2020 Private Shelter Intake 44,876 42,401 35,342 25,354 40,769 46,780 46,318 47,688 45,910 47,053 37,453
2019 Rescue Intake 14,148 13,442 16,045 16,815 18,165 17,095 16,345 17,377 16,153 15,974 14,700
2020 Rescue Intake 14,977 14,494 16,129 17,282 20,724 19,452 20,141 18,645 18,026 17,808 14,315
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COVID-19 Impact Report
Intake Comparison by Organization Type

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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COVID-19 Impact Report
Feline Intake Comparison

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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COVID-19 Impact Report
Canine Intake Comparison

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
Midwest Region: East North Central

(IN, IL, MI, OH, WI)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 19,391 18,474 15,263 10,086 16,690 21,045 22,162 21,655 21,383 21,247 16,058
Live Outcomes 17,620 16,856 14,815 8,936 12,472 15,937 18,457 18,677 18,410 19,324 17,125
Other Outcomes 2,045 2,004 1,749 1,116 1,317 1,812 2,228 2,363 2,263 2,481 1,925
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 17,722 17,125 20,464 22,445 27,650 25,907 26,673 28,069 25,258 25,990 20,370
Live Outcomes 15,745 15,498 17,603 16,837 19,080 20,747 21,784 23,946 20,601 22,810 20,694
Other Outcomes 2,276 2,011 2,505 2,700 3,179 3,644 4,075 3,974 3,703 3,800 2,833
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
Midwest Region: West North Central

(IA, KS, MN, MO, NY, ND, SD)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 6,722 6,416 6,392 4,443 7,073 8,268 8,535 8,303 7,883 8,343 6,528
Live Outcomes 6,729 6,619 6,655 4,515 5,246 6,848 7,364 7,584 7,062 7,813 7,204
Other Outcomes 453 453 501 303 445 589 726 653 646 659 446
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 6,557 5,596 7,464 7,753 8,851 9,124 9,037 8,827 8,302 8,543 7,369
Live Outcomes 6,010 5,753 6,516 6,304 6,927 7,501 7,873 8,378 7,237 7,582 7,329
Other Outcomes 565 498 538 718 770 835 926 896 783 950 698
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
Northeast Region: Middle Atlantic

(NJ, NY, PA)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 6,636 6,528 5,589 4,861 7,041 7,750 8,103 8,216 7,797 7,615 5,740
Live Outcomes 6,697 7,316 5,760 4,167 5,274 5,528 7,102 7,224 6,669 7,183 6,380
Other Outcomes 434 453 464 312 440 506 631 617 650 745 526
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Intakes 6,412 5,673 6,907 7,611 9,196 9,431 9,031 9,612 8,857 8,643 7,026
Live Outcomes 6,325 5,769 6,198 5,695 6,392 7,328 7,745 8,898 7,637 8,210 7,762
Other Outcomes 520 376 551 606 853 775 994 969 739 872 616
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
Northeast Region: New England

(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 3,448 3,551 2,927 1,652 2,409 3,139 3,643 3,819 3,721 3,939 2,949
Live Outcomes 3,561 3,272 2,818 1,725 1,828 2,542 2,949 3,286 3,130 3,630 3,199
Other Outcomes 402 322 318 183 222 332 297 343 373 328 297
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Intakes 3,461 3,193 3,825 4,057 4,519 4,640 5,001 5,233 4,597 4,748 3,876
Live Outcomes 3,146 2,988 3,262 2,937 3,417 3,911 4,122 4,843 4,185 4,439 4,358
Other Outcomes 359 312 368 409 425 430 448 492 420 452 349
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
South Region: East South Central

(AL, KY, MS, TN)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 11,054 10,312 8,175 5,165 9,282 11,516 10,775 10,415 10,740 10,322 7,934
Live Outcomes 10,178 10,163 8,637 5,235 7,255 9,130 9,845 9,499 9,163 9,654 8,062
Other Outcomes 1,072 761 791 388 554 1,016 1,170 938 933 957 666
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 10,560 9,380 10,688 11,114 13,275 13,730 13,498 13,462 10,915 12,103 10,084
Live Outcomes 10,290 9,222 9,872 9,205 10,311 11,309 11,703 11,944 10,146 10,768 10,040
Other Outcomes 950 744 957 928 1,346 1,916 2,043 2,199 1,856 1,598 1,262
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
South Region: South Atlantic

(DE, DC, FL, GA, MD, NC, SC, VA, WV)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 39,007 36,033 31,993 22,909 36,074 42,943 40,901 41,099 40,724 41,009 34,229
Live Outcomes 36,977 33,276 31,339 19,949 26,470 32,463 36,970 36,390 34,975 37,495 33,574
Other Outcomes 4,628 4,341 3,980 2,695 3,580 4,623 4,403 4,183 4,405 4,523 3,719

0
10,000
20,000
30,000
40,000
50,000
60,000

2020

Intakes Live Outcomes Other Outcomes

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 40,966 36,003 40,838 45,781 55,263 54,373 52,846 51,322 44,836 47,944 39,659
Live Outcomes 36,775 32,497 34,906 32,973 37,369 42,533 44,630 46,660 38,607 39,888 39,035
Other Outcomes 6,032 4,989 5,617 5,997 8,294 9,553 8,970 8,238 6,946 7,503 6,141
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
South Region: West South Central

(AR, LA, OK, TX)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 25,930 24,114 22,086 15,913 21,626 23,780 22,147 23,125 23,516 23,615 19,205
Live Outcomes 24,399 23,108 20,799 13,939 17,727 21,782 21,129 21,898 20,312 21,450 19,040
Other Outcomes 2,419 2,398 2,201 1,310 1,811 2,487 2,147 1,673 1,850 1,980 1,649
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 26,311 24,225 28,066 29,906 34,481 32,670 31,442 30,987 28,576 29,318 24,777
Live Outcomes 22,233 21,513 23,128 22,561 24,970 25,933 25,304 26,818 23,530 24,828 23,199
Other Outcomes 3,696 3,124 3,500 4,077 5,744 6,528 5,790 5,350 4,455 4,107 3,600
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
West Region: Mountain

(AZ, CO, ID, NM, MT, UT, NV, WY)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 23,584 21,578 19,117 13,712 20,810 23,223 23,993 22,699 22,924 23,206 18,796
Live Outcomes 21,597 20,350 18,397 11,136 15,643 18,340 21,738 20,935 20,173 21,018 19,019
Other Outcomes 2,367 2,348 2,386 1,943 2,415 2,688 2,600 2,443 2,448 2,539 2,174
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 22,817 19,990 25,125 26,294 30,904 29,724 30,300 30,164 28,015 29,598 25,889
Live Outcomes 20,607 18,368 21,167 19,857 22,916 24,643 27,171 27,561 24,629 26,227 25,088
Other Outcomes 2,698 2,259 2,952 3,308 3,807 4,079 4,079 3,613 3,481 3,698 2,901
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Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20



COVID-19 Impact Report
West Region: Pacific
(AK, CA, HI, OR, WA)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
Intakes 34,143 32,577 24,616 17,258 26,100 30,575 30,352 30,361 29,250 30,156 23,166
Live Outcomes 31,039 27,743 23,041 13,881 17,978 24,362 27,059 26,168 24,853 27,169 22,821
Other Outcomes 4,569 4,210 3,984 2,547 3,183 4,062 3,852 3,805 3,656 3,726 2,851
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Intakes 34,837 30,408 37,550 43,719 53,965 52,981 51,318 50,701 46,526 44,987 36,351
Live Outcomes 30,417 26,110 30,073 29,500 35,275 38,998 40,754 42,059 36,664 38,170 35,248
Other Outcomes 5,141 4,507 5,873 7,489 10,801 12,182 11,263 10,499 8,997 8,310 6,198

0
10,000
20,000
30,000
40,000
50,000
60,000

2019

Intakes Live Outcomes Other Outcomes

Report data source: 1,225 organizations with January-November 2019 & 2020 data in The National Database as of 12/14/20
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